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AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
 
 

FOREWORD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All games shall be played under the Laws of the Sport of Bowls Crystal 
Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.1 and Australian Blind Bowlers Association 
Rules &   Regulations for Australian Championships.  Where a rule is not 
defined in the Australian Blind Bowlers Association Rules & Regulations for 
Australian Championships, the Laws of the Sport of Bowls crystal Mark 3rd 
Edition Version 3.1 (including any amendments to these rules from time to 
time) will be in force. 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Effective:    23.4.2021 
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CHAMPIONSHIP CONDITIONS 
 

1.1 The Host Club shall be determined by ABBA. 
 
1.2 Events for National Championships  
 
 National Championships shall be conducted in: 
 
 1.2.1 Singles - Ladies & Men’s 
  Pairs - Ladies & Men’s 
   Mixed Pairs  
  In categories B1, B2, B3 and B4 
 
 1.2.2 If there are fewer than three (3) female, three (3) male or three 

(3) teams in any category (B1, B2, B3 or B4) then an Open 
Category shall be played.  In the event that an Open Category 
is played, no other competition shall be conducted in those 
particular Men’s and/or Ladies’ events.  Where there is not 
equal numbers of men and ladies entered for mixed pairs 
events and the host state is unable to provide the extra 
male/female players, teams can be selected from the players 
without a nominated partner comprising of two (2) men or two 
(2) women to play in these events. 

  

 1.2.3 Wherever possible all B1 games are to be played on 
different rinks on the same green on any one day. 

 
1.3 Eligibility to Represent 
 
To be eligible to represent a State/Territory at National Championships 
 
 1.3.1 Players who live in the border regions of two States may 

play for an adjoining State so long as their nominated 
playing Club is affiliated with the State Body controlling that 
State’s Championship games. 

 
  
 
 1.3.2 Players/Directors must be financial members of that 

State/Territory and ABBA as at 31 January  in the  
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 year of the Championships. 
 
 1.3.3 Where there is no Association in a bowler’s State, these 

members may represent another State or compete by 
invitation from ABBA. 

 
1.4 Player/Director Nominations 
 
 1.4.1 The competition is open to all classified (B1, B2. B3, B4) 

bowler who are ABBA members.  All Players must have a 
Director. 

 

 1.4.2 Composite Teams: 
 A composite team may consist of a player from one State 
making up a team with a player from another State. 

 
 1.4.3 If the host State is asked to supply an additional Player to 

make up another team to enable all players to participate in 
all pairs events, this will be allowable. 

 
 1.4.4 Each State Association is responsible for ensuring the 

eligibility of their Players and Directors.  This includes 
current classification and financial membership. 

 
1.5 Lodging of Nominations 
 
 1.5.1(a)  All nomination sheets and a list of officials must be lodged 

with the ABBA Secretary  by 31 January each year.  The 
ABBA Secretary will forward this information to the ABBA 
Technical Co-ordinator as soon as practical thereafter. 

 
 

 1.5.1.(b) The team deposit must be lodged with ABBA by 31 January 
each year.  Any State lodging nominations after that Date 
will incur a fine of $200 imposed by ABBA unless prior 
arrangements have been made for a late nomination and 
the reason is acceptable by the Organising Committee. 

 
 1.5.2 No Players or Directors, other than those listed may 
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participate in the Championships unless prior notification 
has been given to and approved by ABBA. 

 
 1.5.3 In the Event that a Player does not have a Director, their 

State may apply to the ABBA for a Director from the Host 
Club or another State.  This Director does not have to be a 
member of ABBA.    

 
  
1.6 Limitations 
 
 1.6.1 After nominations close all Players must play in their 

nominated events and categories throughout the 
Championships. 

 
 

1.6.2 B1 Players may play in any category; 
  B2 Players may play in B2, B3 or B4; 
  B3 Players may play in B3 or B4; 
  B4 Players may only play in that classification. 
 

 1.6.3 All B1 Players shall wear opaque (black-out) Cancer Council 
glasses for the duration of each game.  These glasses must 
be handed to the ABBA Technical Co-ordinator for checking 
prior to each Player’s  first game of the Championships, 
and at any other time as requested by the ABBA Technical 
Co-ordinator.  

 
 1.6.4 A Player nominated to play in singles in the category for 

which he/she is classified or nominated is required to play all 
other  competition events in that category, except if their 
State does not have another Player entered in the same 
category to partner them in Pairs events.  The Singles 
Player may then play in a higher category as per sub-clause 
1.6.2 provided that a Player  from the lower category does 
not displace a Player in the higher category who is eligible to 
play pairs in his/her own category where a player is 
available.  Players may not compete in any more than two 
(2) categories at any one Nationals. 
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1.7 Sight Classification Forms 
 
 1.7.1  All Sight Classification Forms must be completed by an 

Optometrist or an Ophthalmologist and must contain details of 
a Player’s visual acuity for B1, B2, B3 and B4.  Details relating 
to a Player’s visual fields must be included for B4 Players. 

 
 1.7.2 All Sight Classification Forms shall be updated every three (3) 

years by 31 January in the year that the update becomes due.  
Players with two (2) artificial eyes shall be exempt provided 
their form is marked as such. 

 
 1.7.3 Assessments must be completed by the State Assessor, 

where appointed and practical  
  

 
1.8 Games Schedule 

  
 1.8.1 All National Championship Players may be required to play 

three (3) games per day, but no more than two (2) Singles 
games on any one day. 

 

. 1.8.2 Once the Championships commence, and a Player 
withdraws, no re-draw shall take place. 
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DEFINITIONS AND PLAYING RULES 
 

2.1 Uniforms 
 
 2.1.1 Each State must register their uniform for National 

Championships with ABBA.  The registered uniform shall 
include shirts, skirts, pants, jackets wet weather gear and 
hats in the State’s colours.  Each State Team members, 
including the Coach and Team Manager must wear the 
same uniform  N.B. Wet weather jackets and hats can be 
white  in colour 

 
 2.1.2. All shirts, skirts, pants and jackets purchased after May 

2014 must display the Bowls Australia Logo. 
 
 

2.2  Bowls 
 

 2.2.1 All bowls must have identical State identification discs on 
both sides. 

 
2.3 Trial Ends 
 
 2.3.1 A trial end of two (2) bowls each way shall be permitted 

before commencement of play each day and on a change of 
green or a change of direction on the same day of play.   

 
 

2.3.2 Players who receive a bye or forfeit in the first round of a 
day’s games are required to complete any trial ends prior 
to the start of their next scheduled game. 

 
2.4 Director’s Duties 
 
This Rule relates to Law 41.3 of the Laws of  the Sport of Bowls Crystal 
Mark 3rd Edition  Version 3.1. 
 
 2.4.1 The Director is the sighted person assisting the vision-
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impaired Player.  Every Law of the Sport of Bowls Crystal 
Mark 3rd Edition Verson 3.1 that applies to Player also 
applies to the Director. 

 
 2.4.2 The Director and Player must both be at the same end of 

the rink. 
 

 2.4.3 The Director may stand no more than 5 metres in front of, 
behind or to the side of the Player, and must return to the 
mat before the bowl comes to rest. 

 

 2.4.4 If a bowl is impeded or displaced by a Director, Laws 37 and 
38 Appendix C in the Laws of the Sport of Bowls Crystal 
Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.1 is applied. 

 
 2.4.5 When at the head, the Director may direct other team 

players, but must not coach another team players. 
 

 2.4.6 The Director may assist the Player in various aspects of 
playing the game.  This assistance may  include, but is 
not limited to: 

 

• tossing the coin; 

• ensure that the speed of play is not delayed; 

• picking up the bowls; 

• finding and laying the mat; 

• alignment;  

• description of how the bowls are running; 

• description of the position of any bowl; 

• shot selection and strategy; 

• kicking bowls; 

• maintain silence when another Player is in 
possession of the rink; 

• mark touchers; 

• measure for shots; 

• keep the score card and update the scoreboard. 
 

It should be left to the Player to decide how much and 
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what sort of assistance the Player requires. 
  

 2.4.7 The Director may also be required to assist the player before 
and after the game.  This assistance may include, but is not 
limited to: 

 

• report on behalf of the Player or themselves to 
Championship Officials; 

• assist the Player to and from the green; 

• assist with the serving of refreshments; 

• setting up and clearing the greens; 

• complete administrative tasks on the Player’s behalf. 
 

 2.4.8 The Director in possession of the rink may enquire of the 
Marker (in Singles), or a team mate (in Pairs), the position at 
the head. The Director may give any assistance required by 
the Player and may assist with the strategy of play. 

 
 
2.5 Markers Duties 
 

 The Marker’s duties are listed in the Laws of  the Sport of Bowls 
Crystal Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.1 Law 42 with the following 
additions: 

 

 2.5.1 In ABBA Singles competition the Marker will advise the 
Players’ of the length of the roll by referring to the distance 
boards in the side ditches. 

 
 2.5.2 The Marker will advise the Players of the new distance if the 

jack is moved from its original position. 
 
2.6 Centre Line 
 
 2.6.1 It is recommended that a clearly visible centre line be 

marked at each end of every rink.  The line should be of a 
high contrast  colour  and be marked as defined in the Laws 
of the Sport of Bowls Crystal Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.1 
Laws 49.13 and 49.14 
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 2.6.2 A tight white string line between 1.00 mm and 1.2 mm in 

diameter may be used as well as the coloured line.  It will 
run from ditch to ditch, with fixings in the ditches. The “T” will 
be marked 2 metres from each ditch. 

 
2.7 Distance Markers 
 
 2.7.1 There shall be two sets of distance markers placed in the 

ditches on both sides of the green.  The numbers shall be 
black, approximately 21 cm high on a 28 cm by 28 cm on a 
white background. 

    
 
 2.7.2 The distance markers shall be placed at 2 metre intervals,        

commencing at 21 metres from the “T” on opposite ends of 
the rink. 

 
2.8 Bell 
 
 2.8.1 A bell or other audible instrument is to be used to signal the 

start of play, termination of time, suspension and resumption 
of play. 

 
 2.8.2 If an end has commenced prior to the ringing of the bell to 

signal the end of the game, the end shall be completed.  An 
end will be deemed to have been started when the jack is 
rolled either correctly or incorrectly. 

 
2.9 Late Start 
 
 2.9.1 If, after ten (10) minutes after the scheduled starting time of 

a game, a player/s is absent, the absent player/s will forfeit 
to the opponents.  
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2.10 Game Stoppages  
 

 2.10.1 If an end has been started when the bell rings to signal 
suspension of play due to inclement weather, play will cease 
immediately and the green is to be vacated.  If all of the 
required bowls have not been played, the end will be 
declared dead.  (Rule 32.2 in Laws of the Sport of Bowls 
Crystal Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.) 

 

 2.10.2 If all the required bowls in an end have been played but the 
process of deciding the number of shots  scored has not 
been completed, the number of shots scored must be 
decided before the game stops. 

 

2.11  Inclement Weather 
 

 2.11.1 If play is abandoned due to inclement weather, a game is 
deemed to have been completed if in: 

   
    Singles  
   B1 10 ends have been completed; 
   B2, B3 and B4   12 ends have been completed. 
    
   Pairs 
   B1 6 ends have been completed; 
   B2, B3 and B4   8 ends have been completed.  

 

 2.11.2 All games with fewer than the stipulated number of 
completed ends shall be declared null and void and points 
shall be allotted as for a drawn game. 

 
2.12 Lost Time 
 
 2.12.1 If considerable time is lost due to any reason or due to 

inclement weather, the organizing committee has the right to 
alter the program accordingly.  Preference is to be given to 
the completion of the Singles competition.  Prior notice must 
be given to all competitors. 
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2.13 Declaring an End 
 
 2.13.1 No bowls are to be moved at the head until the Directors 

have agreed on the number of shots.  The marker is to 
remain at the head until such time as the head is declared. 

 
 
2.14 Smoking 
 
 2.14.1 Smoking is only permitted in designated areas as defined by 

the Host Club.  

 
2.15 Slow Play 
 
 2.15.1 Excessive slow play will be dealt with in accordance with the 

provisions of Appendix A.5 in the Laws of the Sport of Bowls 
Crystal Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.1. 

 
2.16 Driving 
 
 2.16.1 Driving is permitted but adjacent rinks are to be warned. 
 
2.17 Inspection of the Head 
 
 2.17.1 In Singles games, the Director may inspect the head, with or 

without the Player, only once in any end. 
 
 2.17.2 In Pairs, only one Director from each team, with or without 

the Player, may inspect the head only once in any end. 
 
2.18 Re-spotting the Jack 
 
 2.18.1 If a jack in motion passes completely outside the boundaries 

of the rink of play, comes to rest in any hollow in the face of 
the bank, or rebounds to a distance of less than eighteen 
metres from the mat line, the end must not be declared 
dead.  Instead, the jack must be placed with the nearest 
point of the jack to the mat line at a spot on the rink which is 
two metres from the front ditch on the centre line and play 
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must continue. 
 

2.19 Aids 
 

 2.19.1 All B2, B3 and B4 Players shall be entitled to the use of a 
monocular only when not in possession of the  rink. 

 

 As soon as each bowl comes to rest, possession of the rink 
will transfer to the opposing player or team after allowing 
time for marking a toucher. 

 

 2.19.2.1 Only approved bowling arms (with a BA logo) can be used in 
Australia. 

  
 2.19.2.2 If a player is using a bowlers arm that is not approved, the 

player  becomes a defaulting player and  will forfeit the 
game.  (Laws C.2 and C.10 in Laws of the Sport of Bowls 
Crystal Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.1. 

 

 2.19.3 Players with a hearing disability may use approved 
electronic devices to communicate with each other.  These 
devices are allowable in accordance with the Laws of the 
Sport of Bowls Crystal Mark 3rd Edition Version 3.1 Rule 
41.7   

  

2.20 Substitutes 
 

 2.20.1 If, during the course of a Pairs game, or prior to its 
commencement, a Player is unable to play on account of 
illness or other reasonable cause, his or her place may be 
filled by a substitute Player. 

 

 2.20.2 If no substitute is available, the  game shall be forfeited. 
 

 2.20.3 A substitute remaining for the duration of the Championships 
shall be deemed a replacement player, and shall be eligible 
for medals. 

 

2.21 Singles Games 
 

 2.21.1 All Singles games shall be conducted on a Round Robin 
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basis. 
 
 2.21.2 All Singles games shall be “21 up” or two (2) hours. 
 

2.22 Pairs Games 
 

 2.22.1 All Pairs games shall be three (3) bowl pairs conducted on a 
Round Robin basis.   

 

 2.22.2 B1 Pairs are 12 ends or two (2) hours 
 

 2.22.3 B2, B3 and B4 Pairs are 15 ends or two (2) hours. 
 
2.23 Mixed Pairs 
 
 2.23.1 Mixed Pairs games shall be three bowl pairs conducted on a 

Round Robin basis or in two (2) sections, as determined by 
the Host Association   . 

 
 2.23.2 If Mixed Pairs are played in two sections, a play-off series 

shall be required as described in Rule 2.25.7. 
 
 2.23.3 If applicable, the Gold and Silver medalists from the 

previous year shall be placed in different sections. 
 
 2.23.4 In all Pairs games, the Team Manager may alter the position 

of the lead and skip at his or her discretion at the completion 
of a game. 

 
2.24 Disputes/Protests 
 
 2.24.1 Any dispute shall be submitted in writing to the Disputes 

Committee, and shall be signed by the State Team Manager.  
The Disputes Committee will make the final determination of 
the dispute.  However, that Committee may refer the matter 
to the ABBA Executive Committee. 
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2.25 Determination of Medal Winners 
 
 Medals shall be awarded to both the Player and the Director. 
   
 2.25.1 The minimum number of   competitors in an event will 

determine the number of medals to be awarded.  Four or 
more Players or teams in an event shall compete for Gold, 
Silver and Bronze Medals. 

 
 2.25.2 Three Players or Teams in an event  shall compete for Gold 

and Silver. 
 
 2.25.3 Two Players or Teams in an event shall compete for a Gold 

medal. 
  
 2.25.4 Each Player or team shall be awarded three (3) points for a 

win or a win by forfeit, and one (1) point  for a draw.  No 
points will be awarded for a bye. 

 
 2.25.5 Each Player in a Composite Team will receive half the   
  awarded point for the Player’s State. 

 
 2.25.6 For events in which the Host State has supplied a player to 

enable a visiting Player to compete in Pairs events, the 
visiting Player shall receive half the awarded points for his or 
her State.  The player supplied by the Host State will not 
receive any points, but will be eligible for a medal. 

 
 2.25.7 For Pairs events conducted in two sections, the winners of 

each section will play off for Gold and Silver medals.  The 
runners-up will play off for the Bronze medal. 

 
 2.25.8 These play-off games will be of 12 ends and will have no 

time limit. 
 
 2.25.9 When two (2) or more Players or Teams finish a competition 

with equal points, the difference between each Player’s or 
Team’s shots “for and against” over the whole competition 
shall be used to determine ladder positions. 
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 2.25.10 If there is still a tie, percentage and ends will determine the 
final position.     

 
2.26 Forfeits or Incomplete Games 
 
 2.26.1 If a Player or Team is unable to complete a game that has 

already commenced, or is unable to play in any other 
games, the opposing Player or Team will receive the points 
for those particular games.  

 
 2.26.2 In the event of a forfeit, the opposing Player or Team shall 

 receive three (3) points for a win, and a shot margin equal 
to the average of the net shot margins recorded in all 
matches played in that category round.  Fractions shall 
count.  The Player or Team who forfeits shall not receive any 
points as for a loss, and a negative shot margin equal to 
their opposing Player or Team. 

 
2.27 Score Cards 
 
 2.27.1 Score cards must be signed by the Directors and the 

Marker, where applicable, to verify the score and the result 
of the game. 

 
 2.27.2 In the event of any dispute, the  signed score card shall be 

the deciding proof as to the result of the game. 
 

 

2.28  Overall State Winner 
 
 2.28.1 A Shield will be awarded to the overall winning State. 
 
 2.28.2 The Shield shall be determined  by calculating the total 

number of points won by players from each State divided by 
the number of players from each State.  This will be the 
States average 

  
   Win    3 points; 
   Win by forfeit    3 points;  
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   Draw    1 point. 
 
 2.28.3 Composite teams shall share points awarded for wins or 

draws. 
 
 2.28.4 If the highest average points for two or more States or 

Territories are equal, then the winners will be decided by the 
shot aggregate. 

 
 2.28.5 If States are still equal then a percentage will be calculated. 

Total “shots for” divided by total “shots against.”  The State 
or Territory with the highest  percentage shall be declared 
the winner. 

 
2.29 Determination of Special Awards 
 
 2.29.1 There are three (3) special awards  
 
   Best Male Individual Performance; 
   Best Female Individual Performance; 
   Best Overall Individual Performance. 
 
 2.29.2 The result is determined by the total of Gold Medals won. 
   If a tie then plus Silver Medals won. 
   If a tie then plus Bronze Medals won. . 
 
 2.29.3 If a tie remains, then a total of shots for (+) minus total of 

shots against (-), taking into account the need to halve these 
when a game other  than Singles is played shall be 
calculated.  This figure is then divided by the total number of 
games played by each player to determine the average 
value if one Player has played more games than another 
Player. 

 
   The winner will be the Player with the highest average. 
   

 If  the scores are still level then both players are 
acknowledged as equal winners. 
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